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Purpose:   
 
The purpose of this policy is to provide law enforcement officers with guidelines for the proper 
use of body armor. 
 
Policy:   
 
It is the policy of the Glens Falls Police Department to maximize officer safety through the use 
of body armor in combination with prescribed safety procedures. While body armor provides a 
significant level of protection, it is not a substitute for the observance of officer safety 
procedures. 
 
Command Staff: 
 
Command staff personnel assigned to non-field patrol duties are not required to wear soft body 
armor while on duty. 
 

1. Command staff personnel shall have soft body armor immediately accessible. 
 

2. Command staff personnel participating in any high-risk incident shall wear soft body 
armor. 
 
 

Issuance of Body Armor: 
 
The Chief of Police or his designee shall ensure that body armor is issued to all officers when 
the officer begins service at the Glens Falls Police Department and that, when issued, the body 
armor meets or exceeds the standards for the National Institute of Justice. 
 
The Chief of Police or his designee shall establish a body armor replacement schedule and 
ensure that replacement body armor is issued pursuant to the schedule or whenever the armor 
becomes worn or damaged to the point that its effectiveness or functionality has been 
compromised.  
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Use of Body Armor: 
 
The use of body armor is required subject to the following: 
 

1. Officers shall only wear agency approved body armor. 
 

2. Officers shall wear body armor anytime they are assigned to uniform functions 
where they could be reasonably expected to take enforcement action.  

 
3. Body armor shall be worn when an officer is working in uniform or taking part in 

department range training. 
 

4. Officers may be excused from wearing body armor when they are functioning 
primarily in an administrative or support capacity and could not reasonably be 
expected to take enforcement action. 
 

5. An officer may be excused from wearing body armor when he/she is involved in 
undercover or plainclothes work that his/her supervisor determines could be 
compromised by wearing body armor, or when the supervisor determines that other 
circumstances make it inappropriate to mandate wearing body armor. 

 
Inspections of Body Armor: 
 
Supervisors shall be responsible for ensuring that body armor is worn and maintained in 
accordance with this policy. Periodic inspections of body armor should be conducted for fit, 
cleanliness, signs of damage, abuse, and wear. 
 
Authority: 

 
Joseph Boisclair 
Chief of Police 
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