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PURPOSE: 
 
To establish policy regarding all criminal investigations and to guarantee constitutional rights of 
all suspects. 
 
POLICY: 
 
1. The Detective Division shall be responsible for furthering investigations begun by 

members of the Uniform Division. 
 

2. In order to utilize available manpower in an efficient manner the Detective Division 
Lieutenant shall assign cases to Detectives based upon their solvability. 
 

3. Some of the factors that determine the solvability of a crime are, but are not limited to 
the following: 
a.      Can a suspect be identified? 
b. Can a suspect be located? 
c. Can a suspect be named? 
d. Are there witnesses to the crime? 
e. Was physical evidence collected that tends to identify a suspect? 
f. Is a suspect vehicle known? 
g. Were weapons used, and can they be identified? 
h. Can property be identified and located? 
i. Is there a significant Modus Operandi? 

 
4. In addition to the above, cases may be assigned for follow up despite the absence of any 

significant solvability factors in cases in which public safety is an issue, the crime is of a 
serious nature, there are related incidents or the crime is repeating in nature. 
 

5. Follow up investigations should include, but are not limited to, the following: 
a.      Reviewing and analyzing the initial report. 
b. Reviewing and analyzing reports of a similar nature. 
c. Re-interviewing witnesses and victims. 
d. Conducting additional interviews of witnesses, victims or suspects. 
e. Reviewing departmental records for possible leads. 
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f. Developing additional information from other sources, such as informants or 
other Police agencies.   

g. Re-examining the crime scene. 
 

6. The Detective assigned the case shall be considered the lead Detective. 
a. As such, is responsible for developing a course of action that is best 

suited to identifying, arresting and prosecuting a suspect. 
b. All related reports, documents and follow up investigations shall be the 

lead Detective’s responsibility. 
c. If, in the opinion of the lead Detective, assistance is required to 

successfully pursue the case, he/she shall notify the Detective Division 
Lieutenant, who shall have the responsibility of determining the 
allocation of manpower within the Detective Division. 

 
7. The Detective Lieutenant shall be periodically updated on the progress of cases and shall 

be responsible for determining the status or change of status of cases. 
 

8. The Police Department shall categorize cases in the following manner. 
a.      Cleared Arrest - Offender has been identified and                                                      

arrested. 
b. Closed by Inv. - Indicates a case has been closed by investigation and no 

arrest will be made. 
c. Closed Unfounded - the investigation has determined that no offense has 

occurred. 
d. Prosecution Declined - Offender has been identified and no prosecution 

has been undertaken. (Explanation required). 
e. Investigation Pending - Indicates that the case is assigned but all current 

leads have been exhausted. 
f. Open - Indicates that the case is assigned and is actively being 

investigated. 
 

12. All officers of the Glens Falls Police Department have an obligation and duty to 
safeguard and protect the Constitutional rights of all persons. 
 

13. All officers have an obligation and duty to advise individuals of their Miranda rights as 
dedicated by departmental training, applicable court rulings, and the United States 
Constitution. 

a. You have the right to remain silent and refuse to answer any questions. 
b. Anything you do say can be used against you in a court of law. 
c. As we discuss this matter you have a right to stop answering my 

questions at any time that you desire. 
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d. You have a right to a lawyer before speaking to me, to remain silent until 
you can talk to a lawyer, and to have that lawyer present with you when 
you are being questioned. 

e. If you desire a lawyer but you cannot afford one, one will be provided to 
you before questioning without cost to you. 

f. Do you understand each of these rights I have explained to you? 
g. Now that I have advised you of your rights, are you willing to answer my 

questions? 
 

14. Fourth Amendment: 
 

a. The Fourth Amendment of the United States Constitution guarantees the 
right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers and 
effects against unreasonable searches and seizures. 

b. It imposes the requirement that before a warrant is issued, probable 
cause must be shown, and backed by oath or affirmation. 

c. As such, any and all searches and seizures made by members of the Glens 
Falls Police Department shall be made in accordance with departmental 
policy, applicable court rulings and the United States Constitution.    

 
15. Aids for Deception: 

 
        a. The Glens Falls Police Department does not own or operate any deception 
detection equipment. In those instances where this type of service is necessary to aid in an 
investigation, a request should be made to the New York State Police Bureau of Criminal 
Investigations for assistance. 
 
        b. If a polygraph is needed for a criminal investigation involving other than 
Office personnel, the Detective Lieutenant, or his designee can approve the request. 
In any matter dealing with Office personnel, whether criminal and/or internal, the approval for 
a polygraph can be made only by the Chief of Police. 
 
 
AUTHORITY: 

 
Joseph Boisclair 
Chief of Police 
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