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POLICY:   
 
The Glens Falls Police Department diligently enforces traffic laws in an effort to improve safety 
in our community, and ultimately reduce the occurrence of traffic accidents and deaths. 

1. Officers of the Patrol Division are expected to enforce all traffic laws, with a view to 
preventing traffic accidents.  Officers of the department should strive for quality in traffic law 
enforcement. 

 2. Emphasis must be given to reasonableness in the enforcement of traffic regulations 
and the officer’s judgment in the decision to issue a citation or warning is paramount, and will 
be relied upon by the department to be fair, impartial and firm. 
 
PROCEDURES: 
 

1. Officer Sets the Example: 
Officers are always being observed as they go about their duties.  The public watches every 
action.  As a result, officers should: 
 

1. Obey all traffic laws, including posted speed limits; 
2. Be courteous and polite to motorists and pedestrians; 
3. Drive defensively; 
4. Yield right of way; & 
5. Use emergency lights and siren only during emergency response, vehicle stops, 

pursuits, or to warn of hazards. 
6. Do not use cell phones while operating vehicles unless it is an emergency situation 

and necessary.  
 
While on patrol and/or traffic enforcement duties, officers of this agency patrol their assigned 
area while paying particular attention to zones that may need a greater concentration of 
enforcement.  Officers also conduct conspicuous stationary observations in which their parked 
patrol vehicles serve as reminders for drivers to comply with traffic laws.   
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2. Types of Enforcement Actions: 
Officers know that the first level of force while performing street or foot patrol is mere officer 
presence.  Reasonable citizens are typically more cautious when uniformed officers are nearby.  
The more we patrol and are highly visible, the more likely we are to deter crime while 
reassuring the public that we are protecting their interests and ready to provide assistance. 
  
Officers may exercise one of three options regarding traffic violations: 
 

A. Warnings – A verbal warning may be issued, at the officer’s discretion, when:  
a. Minor traffic violations have been committed; 
b. The suspect driver has an emergency; or 
c. A violation is committed due to ignorance of local ordinances that may be 

unique or unknown to the driver.   
B. Traffic Citations – Are generally issued for moving or non-moving violations that hinder 

safe and effective flow of vehicular or pedestrian traffic. 
C. Arrest - Officers make a physical arrest when there is probable cause to believe:  

a. Subject is driving while intoxicated, driving under the influence of alcohol, or 
other intoxicants has occurred; 

b. A felony has been committed; 
c. The vehicle operator improperly disposes a traffic summons;  
d. The officer has articulable reason to believe that the person may not comply 

with the summons. 
e. The driver has an outstanding confirmed warrant;  
f. The officer has observed any arrest-able crime committed in his presence. 

 
3. Types of Violators: 

 
A. Non-Residents – Since the Uniform Vehicle code is now being followed by a majority 

of states, including New York; non-residents are rarely subject to unfamiliar traffic 
signs, or inconsistent regulations. Therefore, unless the traffic regulations are unique 
to the Glens Falls Police Department, no immunity should be granted because a 
person is a non-resident. The State of New York has no reciprocal agreements with 
foreign countries or diplomatic immunity. 

 
B. Juveniles – Juveniles less than 16 years of age cannot be issued a Uniform Traffic 

Summons for a Vehicle and Traffic Law violation. Family Court will not accept any 
charge less than a crime. Juveniles that are 16 and 17 years of age may be issued a 
Uniform Traffic Summons for traffic infractions and misdemeanors. The Uniform 
Traffic Summons associated with a traffic infraction or misdemeanor shall be made 
returnable to Glens Falls City Court. Adolescent Offenders who are 16 and 17 years 
of age that commit a VTL felony shall be made returnable to the Youth Part of the 
Warren County Superior Court or the designated magistrate.  
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C. Foreign Diplomats/Consular Officials – A principle of International Law which is 
broadly defined as the freedom from a local jurisdiction’s law accorded to duly 
accredited diplomatic officers, their families, and servants. Diplomatic officers 
should not be arrested or detained except for the commission of a grave crime 
(felony offense that would endanger the public safety). Family members of the 
diplomatic officers, their servants, and employees of the diplomatic mission are 
entitled to the same immunities under the current U.S. Law U.S.C. 252 if they are 
nationals or permanent residents. The burden is on the diplomat to claim immunity 
and show valid credentials. 

 
a. Traffic Infractions – Diplomats, and in certain cases their families and staff 

members, will not be served with a summons, nor will a ticket be placed on their 
vehicle once the identity has been established. (ID, license plates, etc.) 

b. Motor Vehicle Accidents – When a person with diplomatic immunity is involved 
in a motor vehicle accident, the officer will obtain the necessary information to 
complete the accident report. The other party in the accident will be given the 
necessary information to complete his/her accident report. No summons is to be 
issued to a person with diplomatic immunity for the violation(s) associated with 
the accident.  

c. Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol/Drugs – The primary consideration in this 
type of incident should be to see the person with diplomatic immunity is not a 
danger to himself or the public. Based upon a determination of the 
circumstances, the following options are available. 

 
1. Take him/her back to the station 
2. Take him/her to a telephone to call a relative or friend 
3. Call a taxi for the subject 
4. Take the subject to their residence, if practical 
5. The subject should not be handcuffed subjected to a sobriety test, 

or mistreated in any way. 
 

d. Identification – An officer involved with a person having diplomatic immunity 
must keep in mind that unless imminent danger to the public will result, a 
diplomat is not to be restrained, detained, or transported against their will once 
it has been established that they are entitled to diplomatic immunity. However, 
a person may be reasonably detained until such time as his immunity is 
established. 
 

An officer is in the proper performance of his duty is justified in stopping 
a person and requesting identification.  Such a restraint of a person having 
diplomatic immunity is justified, as a person having this immunity is requested 
by the U.S. Government to show the appropriate documentation whenever 
requested to do so by an officer. Diplomatic license plates by themselves do not 
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constitute adequate identification of the operator or occupants of the vehicle as 
having diplomatic immunity.  

 
If an officer has reason to believe that a person may be entitled to 

diplomatic immunity, but through his investigation can’t establish with 
reasonable certainty that the subject in fact does have immunity, and the subject 
has committed an offense that would normally lead to his arrest, a superior 
officer will be called. If necessary, the matter will be resolved by contacting the 
United States Mission to the United Nations at 212-415-4444, twenty-four hours 
a day, seven days a week. 

 
Officers should be advised that certain individuals do possess diplomatic 

immunity, but may not have the identification card with them. If a person claims 
to have immunity and does not have the card, the above telephone number 
should be called immediately to verify immunity. When calling, the subject’s 
name, title and country should be given. 

 
e. Reporting Incidents – Any incidents involving diplomats or claims of diplomatic 
immunity will be reported immediately to the supervisor on duty. The supervisor will 
then be responsible for notifying the Chief of Police and Assistant Chief on a confidential 
inter-office memo. 

 
4. Officer Responsibility - Traffic Citations: 

 
When issuing a traffic citation, the officer notifies the motorist of: 

1. Court appearance date; 
2. Whether court appearance is mandatory; 
3. Any other necessary information. 

 
Officers must be mindful of drivers who are not familiar with the State or jurisdiction in which 
they are driving, regarding normal procedures for resolving a ticket.  Under no circumstance will 
officers accept money, valuables, or favors from motorists for any reason, to include cash 
bonds, pre-payment of fines or tickets unless specifically ordered by a court. 
 

 Quotas: 
The department establishes no quotas for the issuance of traffic citations by any officer. 
Officers are employed to enforce the law and may, therefore, be expected to produce evidence 
of their enforcement activity as a matter of consideration. 
 

 Review – Traffic Citations: 
Traffic citations will not be judged in a police department office; each offense cited will be 
referred to the Court for proper prosecution or trial. Only in cases involving gross error on the 
part of the officer, misconduct by the officer, or conflict of laws will the Chief's Office confer 
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with the Court, with the view of dismissing a traffic citation, and then the matter will be taken 
up with the Court. No traffic citation will be squashed by any police officer in the normal 
processing of traffic citations, after the procedure of issuing a traffic citation has been 
completed. All traffic citations will be accountable to the Court. 
 

 Administrative Errors: 
If a partially completed citation form is found to contain erroneous information, the form may 
be replaced by another citation form: 
1. If the citation is a paper copy, the issuing officer will draw a diagonal line through the citation 
form and write thereon, “VOID". 
2. If the citation is a TRACS ticket, the officer will inform the OIC to void the ticket in TRACS, 
noting in the remarks field why the ticket is to be voided. 
3. All copies of the citation form shall be returned to supervisor in charge of UTT’s. 
 

 Request for Dismissal - Citations: 
If, for any reason, it is concluded that a cited violator should not be prosecuted in the interest 
of justice, the citation form will be regularly processed and the Court copy transmitted to the 
Court. The request for dismissal will be directed to the Court by a letter signed only by the Chief 
of Police explaining the result and reason therefore. 
 

 Emergency Interruption: 
Whenever the issuance of the citation to a violator is interrupted by an emergency call, the 
violator will be informed that the officer must leave and the violator may be subsequently 
contacted concerning the violation. 
 

 Stops at Night or During Inclement Weather: 
Night and inclement weather traffic enforcement operations are especially hazardous to 
officers and citizens.  Distances are hard to judge, images are not clear, and closure rates of 
moving vehicles are difficult to determine.  People have a tendency to focus on the emergency 
lights of the vehicle and often hit the patrol vehicle parked on the side of the road; especially by 
those under the influence of alcohol.  Officers take the following cautionary steps when 
working traffic under these conditions: 
 

1. Keep the patrol vehicle head lights on low beam for the safety of oncoming traffic;  
2. Avoid pointing headlights into oncoming traffic; 
3. Use spotlights or take-down lights to illuminate the offender vehicle; 
4. Wear reflective vests, straps, or brightly colored inclement weather gear when outside 

of the patrol vehicle;  
5. Carry and use a handheld flashlight for supplemental illumination; & 
6. Avoid looking into headlights or other bright lights to protect night-vision. 
7. Do not position yourself or a driver between vehicles. 
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 Felony Stops:    
Special procedures are followed when stopping the vehicle of known or suspected felons to 
include:  

1. Notifying Communications immediately of location, description of the vehicle and 
occupants, and backup; 

2. Waiting for the arrival of backup support, before initiating the stop;   
3. Stopping the suspect vehicle, using necessary emergency equipment to warn other 

traffic, in a location which presents minimal danger to others; 
4. Having a firearm or other weapon easily accessible and ready for immediate use; 
5. Exiting the vehicle quickly, but remaining behind the door or other cover for protection; 
6. Announce by public address system who you are and that they are suspects in a felony 

crime.  That any overt actions on their part will be considered as a threat and they must 
obey your commands precisely; 

7. Commanding occupants, by public address system or by voice, to get out of the vehicle 
individually, into a safe area and into the appropriate search position;  

8. Positioning yourself to reduce the potential for being struck by any vehicle; 
9. Having support officers provide cover while arresting and searching the suspect(s); 
10.  Direct your suspects’ one at a time, to an area of safety, and where they can best be 

observed by all officers before searching and cuffing.  Make sure other officers maintain 
a visual of the suspect vehicle at all times while securing each suspect; 

11. Avoiding other officer’s lines-of-fire;  
12. Focusing all lights, including spotlights, on the interior of the suspect vehicle;  
13.  Always use the “plus one factor;   
14. Clear the vehicle in a tactical manner for hidden suspects still in the vehicle. 

 
 Speed Measuring Devices: 

Radar and other speed measuring devices are important tools in verifying speed limit violations.  
Several guidelines must be followed in order to effectively use these devices, including: 

 
1. Training and certification in the use of the specific speed measuring devices used by the 

agency; 
2. Understanding the effective range of the device so visual observations can support the 

speed reading; 
3. Understanding outside variables that can affect a device’s reading and display; 
4. Establishing in court: 

a. The time, place, and location of the vehicle that was checked, the identity of the 
operator, the speed of the vehicle, and the visual speed estimate and device 
speed of the vehicle, 

b. That the device was operated properly, and tested for accuracy prior to the stop,  

jboisclair
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c. That speed limit signs were posted in the zone in which the violation occurred; 
5.  Ensuring proper care and maintenance of the device. 
6. The Police Lieutenant will arrange for annual service and calibration of every 

department speed monitoring device through CW Electronics or another certified 
agency qualified to perform these functions.  

           
 DWI or DUI Enforcement Procedures: 

Refer to Section 47.5, DWI Cases, of the Policy and Procedure Manual. 
 

 Reflective Vests: 
1. All members shall be issued a reflective vest.  
2. Officers will wear their reflective vest when directing traffic in low 

light conditions such as an accident scene at night.  
3. Officer will wear their reflective vest during any traffic safety 

detail such as road checks, road blocks or DWI checkpoints. 
 
 

Authority: 

 
G. Joseph Boisclair 
Chief of Police 


